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Lewis Stein

at Postmasters

Lewis Stein recently exhibited
two untitied series of works,
one from 1968 and the other
from 1986. The carber sedes
consisted of ten household
hammers, cach painted in a
two-10ne Color sCheme-—rasp-
berry and ocange, for exam-
ple—which subveried the not-
function of the hammers. Ren-
dered nonfunctional, their gar-
ish “prettiness” seemed inten-
tionally gratuitous and akenat-

ng!ho 19886 series consisted of
12 three-foot-square black-and-
white photographs, each of a
diffecent Sluminated Sght buld
o fixture. The identical compo-
sitions—a high-contrast white
b centered On a square
black ground—were deadpan
records of bght without atmo-
ts:;lhero. complaxity of subjec-

ty.
Concoptually, the hammers

artistc  production in  consuy-
mesism and mass peoduction.
(And of course Stein’s ham-
mers dale back 18 years)
Stein refors 10 Heidegger in
describing the hammers as
“ready-to-hand” objects that
have been thwarted.

They relate 1o a number of
his other works from the 70s:
doors chained so they can't be
opened; an aulomatic door in-
stalled useolessly in the center
of a room; slepon garbage
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and expectation: in traditional
art, kight transfixes matenal re-
ahty, rendering it subjective,
mutable or romantic; but Stein

object, something you screw
into a socket. Nevertheless, my
fiest impression of these works

o¢ the works of Bernd and Hila
Becher, Stein's other recent
photographic series—of sur-
vellance cameras, shadows
and chandebers—suggest that
be is not 50 interested in frus-
tration per se as he is in the
nch visual possibdities of this
readymade world.

The gallery’s press reicase
descrived Stoin's work as in a
conceptual tradition, but in the
aciual pholographs  Stein
seems seduced into straight-
forward  reahst  observaton.
One wonders how strategic
photographic  representation
wil prove 10 be in the overall
development of his work

—Pawl Smith

Lewis Steda: Untitied #2, 1984-85, black-and-white photograph, 36 inches
squave; at Postmasters.




