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p. 72 
-Lewis Stein was in his mid-twenties when I 

first met him through Dick Bellamy. He had 

originally studied architecture and sculpture 

and it was with this background that he sud- 

denly started painting-extremely minimal, rigor- 

ously constructed, almost architectural paint- 
ings that were highly conceptual. Lewis, who is 

quite slightly built, made these incredibly large 

paintings measuring more than two by four 

meters, which are so precise and clear. For me, 

these works are sheer visual perfection-and 

that at the age of twenty-four! At the time, 

Lewis was painting a series, and I could hardly 

believe my eyes when Isaw them, because 

other artists need thirty years of experience to 

get to where he was already. He seemed like a 

wunderkind to me. He quickly gained a reputa- 

tion, and was invited to the Whitney Annual in 

1969, which landed me in a lot of trouble with 

Jo Baer, who hadn't been invited; he was such 

a young artist, but then again, Ihad backed her 

just as strongly. For two or three years, Lewis 

continued painting in the same vein and during 

that time we organized two solo exhibitions,in 

1970 and 1972.After that, there was a change, 

and Lewis told me very modestly that he had 

made his contribution to twentieth-century art 

history,that he was going to stop, that  he had 

said everything he wanted to say in this form, 

and didn't want to go on making variations on 

it. And he stopped painting-just like that. At 

some point he wrote to me saying Ishould 

come and see him some time, and that he was 

growing mushrooms in his studio. He didn't 

return to art again until much later, but he never 

went back to that form of painting.-   IF


